Living in a round house isn't for everyone. Though an abode without angles can create
incredible sweeping interiors, subdividing its plan into conventional rooms might render
them small, narrow, or otherwise awkward. However, for an architecturally-minded
couple, becoming the live-in stewards of one of the San Francisco Bay Area’s most

spectacular examples was a dream come true.

Located at the top of a ridge in Sausalito, California, the 1954 redwood home was designed
in the round by local architect Mario Corbett. Through a series of tall windows, this “turret
in the sky,” as Suburbia Today magazine called it in July 1959, captures 360-degree views of
the San Francisco Bay, the city skyline, and the preserved nature of the Marin Headlands.
While the homeowners “didn’t want to drastically change the feel” of the place, recalls
architect Emily Stegner-Schwartz, cofounder and design principal of San Francisco-based
ES | LO Design Studio, its age and location in a high fire hazard zone necessitated a
sensitive renovation, a full systems upgrade, and a slight interior revisioning for

contemporary living.

Al ES | LO Design Studio’s work took place within the house’s original footprint. What
Stegner-Schwartz discovered during the process is that, although the home is circular, it
was never symmetrical. The flat roof is off-center to provide more eave overhang above
the entrance. The living room is a vast almond shape with a dropped ceiling shelf at its
rear. And curiously for a house built with an incredible view, the window placement
doesn’t align with the sightline from the door. “When we removed the fireplace, which
was about 12 feet set back from the front door, I noticed that the pane of the tallest
window was centered on Angel Island’s peak,” Stegner-Schwartz says recalling one of the
peculiar residence’s most magical moments. “The original architect just had such a great

feel for the site.”



